Bacillus cereus infection after Descemet stripping endothelial keratoplasty.
To report the first case of Bacillus cereus keratitis leading to panophthalmitis in a patient operated for combined Descemet stripping endothelial keratoplasty (DSEK) and phacoemulsification with intraocular lens implantation. A 40-year-old woman with corneal decompensation underwent DSEK with phacoemulsification and posterior chamber intraocular lens implantation and developed corneal infiltrate in the host cornea progressing to ring corneal abscess and panophthalmitis within 72 hours of surgery. The microbiological examination of the patient's corneal scraping revealed Gram-positive rods on the smear and the culture grew B. cereus. The source of the organism was found to be in the conjunctival sac of the patient because the conjunctival swab culture from the other eye revealed B. cereus. Despite vigorous topical and systemic antibacterial therapy, and immediate therapeutic penetrating keratoplasty, the infection progressed to panophthalmitis and required evisceration on the fifth day. Bacillus cereus is a rare potential cause of postoperative infective keratitis after DSEK. The fulminant nature of the infection and its spread resulting in the loss of vision poses diagnostic and therapeutic challenges to corneal surgeons.